Robert G. Porter Scholarship

The Illinois Federation of Teachers established the Robert G. Porter Scholarship to honor the late
Illinois educator, union activist and secretary-treasurer of the American Federation of Teachers.

Porter spent his early years in education as a civics teacher in East St. Louis, Illinois. He served as
treasurer of the East St. Louis Federation of Teachers, Local 1220. In 1960, Porter became the aide to AFT
President Carl Megel at the union’s national headquarters, which was then located in Chicago. Porter
was instrumental in chartering many AFT locals in Illinois, building the foundation for the strong IFT
that today represents more than 90,000 men and women.

Porter served as AFT secretary-treasurer from 1963 until his death in November 1991. The AFT
grew from 50,000 members to nearly 800,000 during his 28 years as secretary-treasurer. For many IFT
members, Bob Porter was “Mr. AFT.” To honor his lifelong commitment to education and to the labor
movement, the Illinois Federation of Teachers established this scholarship in his name.

AWARD

The Illinois Federation of Teachers shall present two $6,000 scholarship awards ($1,500 each year
for four years) provided a student is enrolled full-time at an Illinois public university and maintains a
“C” cumulative average.

ELIGIBILITY

The award is entirely unrestricted as to race, religion or political affiliation. The applicant must be
the son or daughter of a currently employed, active member in good standing of the Illinois Federation
of Teachers, the son or daughter of a member of an IFT retiree chapter, or the son or daughter of a
deceased member who was in good standing with the Illinois Federation of Teachers at the time of
death. The applicant must be a high school senior with a cumulative “B” average.

HOW TO APPLY

The application must be completed in full and signed by the applicant and parent or guardian. IFT
membership will be verified before presentation of application to the Robert G. Porter Scholarship
Committee of the Illinois Federation of Teachers.

The following information must be submitted with this application:

Transcript, including class rank
Extra-curricular activities record, including dates of participation
College entrance test scores (Scholastic Aptitude Test [SAT] or American College Test [ACT])
Financial information:
* Anticipated costs of the college you plan to attend
» List of all monetary scholarships or awards for which you have applied, if any
* How you anticipate paying the remainder (loans, work, family contributions)
+ Additional financial information you wish the committee to consider
v" Work employment record, if any, including type of work, approximate number of years, hours
per week
v' Statement of recommendation from a teacher, dean, counselor or other educator
v" Completion of essay, typed

AN NN

Incomplete information will be cause for rejection. Facsimiles not accepted. The material received by
the committee will become the property of the committee and will not be returned,

Completed application with supplementary materials must be received in the IFT offices at
500 Oakmont Lane, Westmont, IL 60559 by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 2, 2011.



A Union OfPrOfQS.S‘iOﬂaiS APPLICATION FOR
2012 ROBERT G. PORTER SCHOLARSHIP

Please print or type

Name of applicant

Address
City State Zip Code
Telephone E-mail

Name of high school now attending

Address of high school

Expected high school graduation date

Name of applicant’s parent or guardian
who is/was an IFT member

Address of IFT member

IFT member’s local union name and number

First & second college choices (must be Illinois public universities)

1) 2)

1 hereby apply for the 2012 IFT Porter Scholarship Award and agree to abide by the decision of
the scholarship committee. [ understand that the decision of the committee is final.

Signature of Parent or Guardian Signature of Applicant

Date

Completed applications must include the following:

O Transcripts, including class rank

O List of extra-curricular activities with dates of participation

O Copy of college entrance test scores (Scholastic Aptitude Test [SAT] or American College Test [ACT]
O Recommendation letter from a teacher, dean, counselor or other educator

O Financial Information

O Typed essay

Completed application with supplementary materials must be received in the IFT offices at
500 Oakmont Lane, Westmont, IL 60559 by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 2, 2011

Facsimiles will NOT be accepted.



| A Union of Professionals

IFT 2012 Porter Scholarship - Extra-curricular Information

Name

List any extra-curricular and volunteer activities and the dates, listing the most recent activities first.
Write “none” if applicable. Please indicate any special awards or commendations.
(Attach additional pages if necessary)

ACTIVITY DATES




A Union of Professionals

IFT 2012 Porter Scholarship - Financial Information

Name

Anticipated annual cost of your first and second choice colleges that you plan to attend
1) 2)

List all monetary scholarships or awards for which you have applied or have received

(write “none” if applicable)
(Attach additional pages if necessary)

List applicants work history, including hours per week (write “none” if applicable)
(Attach additional pages if necessary)

Indicate how you plan to cover college expenses in excess of any scholarship awards

(e.g. loans, work, parent/guardian contributions)
(Attach additional pages if necessary)

Additional financial information you wish the committee to consider
(Attach additional pages if necessary)




TEL

IFT 2012 Porter Scholarship - Applicant Essay

Please respond in 500 words or less to ONE of the following:

What role do union members play as positive forces in their communities?
or
Give and explain three examples of how labor unions have been and are a
positive force in American society.

Attach additional pages if necessary.



