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      Mia Abeja is a student of Lincoln Way East HS who

aspires to study Psychology with a minor in Spanish. She

will be attending lowa State University in the fall, We are

sure her mom, Tara, a member from Burbank D111 Council,

along with her dad are so excited for her to begin her

educational adventure! Mia's passion for helping others is

the impetus for her wanting to go into a career as a lawyer,

hoping to become a public defender for those who cannot

afford legal aid. Her minor in Spanish will allow her to pay

tribute to her Mexican heritage in the hopes of bringing

justice for immigrants and minorities. Mia's teachers say

she has a mature approach and great perspective to

learning which has allowed her to do so well in many of

the rigorous courses she has taken. They wrote that she is a

kind, honest and genuine person and not at all pretentious.

The perfect candidate for this scholarship. 

    Claire O'Connell's teachers describe her as an

enthusiastic, accomplished, selfless and considerate

student with a great personality and an outward caring

for others. She is committed to her learning and did very

well navigating through this year of the Covid pandemic.

Her work ethic and dedication for doing well in school

are supported by her dad and her mom, Rebecca, who is

a staff member in Orland Park D135. As a result of all her

hard work and determination, Claire plans to pursue her

passion for science by majoring in Biology at the

University of Iowa. Her long-term goal and aspiration are

to use her college education to make a change in our

world by hopefully discovering a new advancement in

medicine that will help people. She also wants to give

back to her community by donating her time at local

hospitals and medical facilities while attending school.

She certainly has all the qualities necessary to receive the

Local 943 scholarship. 

2021 Local 943 Scholarship Winners 
 Mia Abeja and Claire O'Connell 

are the Well-Deserving Recipients
of AFT Local 943's $2000 Scholarships
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Mr. Charles Harper comes to us as a former Field

Service Director from the Cook County College

Teachers Union which represents more than

5,000 Union employees across 14 Cook County

community colleges. Mr. Harper's vast Union

experience also includes working with SEIU Local

73 as a hearings and arbitrations representative.  It

is an honor to have Charles join our Local 943

team. He is looking forward to collaboration on

devising solutions and agreements. Charles will be

servicing the following councils: 

Alsip D126 Teachers & PSRP's
Evergreen Park D124
Hazel Crest D152.5
Lincoln Teacher & PSRP D156
Orland Park D135 PSRP's
Patton D133
Posen Robbins Teachers D143.5
Ridgeland D122 
Thornton Fractional PSRP's D215
Willow Springs D108

The following is a list 10 ideas proposed by AFT President Randi Weingarten. Click the following link for her full press release dated May 13, 2021
Return, Recover, and Reimagine: Toward A Renaissance in America's Public Schools

1. Launch the AFT’s “Back to School for Everyone” national campaign to underscore the importance of in-school learning 
 

2. Form school-based committees of staff, parents and, where appropriate, students to plan for and respond to safety issues and to conduct 
       safety “walk-throughs” in school buildings.

3. Align health and pedagogical best practices by reducing class sizes to reflect the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 3-feet 
social distancing guidance. Eliminate simultaneous in-person and remote instruction.

 

4. Offer “office hours” and clinics for AFT affiliates and others to discuss ideas and get technical support.
 

5. Roll out camps and summer programs that provide academic support, help students get back into routines and encourage kids to have fun.
 

6. Promote community schools to build trust and remove obstacles to getting kids and families the support and services they need.
 

7. Increase the emphasis on civics, science and project-based learning, to nurture critical thinking and bring learning to life.
 

8. Use funds from the American Rescue Plan to fill shortages of teachers, counselors, psychologists and nurses.
 

9. Launch a federal task force to rethink accountability—how we assess student learning and how to measure what really counts.
 

     10. Engage stakeholders—families, educators and community partners—to ensure funds in the American Rescue Plan and other federal funds 
for schools are spent equitably and effectively.

Mr. James Herard comes to us as a former Field

Service Director from the American Civl Liberty Union,

ACLU, in Florida which represents over 15,000

members.   Mr. Herard's vast Union experience also

includes working with the Broward Teacher's Union in

Florida where he served as a political director. It is an

honor to have James join our Local 943 team.  We look

forward to working with him to problem solve and

organize around issues that bring solutions and

agreements. James will be servicing the following

councils:   
   Burbank D111
   Hoover Schrum D157
   Oak Lawn Community HS D229
   Oak Lawn-Hometown D123
   Orland Park Teachers D135
   Reavis PSRP's D220
   Sahs Central Stickney D110 
   Southwest Cook County   
      Cooperative Association For 
      Special Education, SWCCCASE
  Wentworth Wilson Teachers & 
      PSPR's D155

 

 

     As my colleagues with expertise in the field of English and Language Arts will advise, "An alliteration is a language device that
allows the brain to remember exact phrases and written concepts with accuracy."  Throughout the history of education, we have
used the rhythmic sense of a "3R alliteration" in many different ways; in science: "Reduce, Reuse, Recycle", in poetry: "Rhythm,
Rhyme, Repetition", as a summary of basic skills to be taught: "Reading, Writing and 'Rithmatic", and finally, one of my personal
favorites, from special education teacher /author, James Burns' 2008 book, The New 3Rs In Education: Respect, Responsibility, And
Relationships.
    In a national press conference last week, AFT President Randi Weingarten also re-coined the 3-R alliteration to "Return, Recover, &
Reimagine" in order to outline important goals for public education that we must strive for as we emerge from this pandemic.
Please look at the details I have included below.  As for me, I thank you all for your dedication, determination, and dignity in
completing one heck of a year and hope that you will use your summer break to REST, RELAX, and RECHARGE!

https://www.ift-aft.org/post/union-link-winter-2021
https://www.aft.org/column/back-school-all-return-recover-and-reimagine


June:
14th - 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Foundations of Effective Teaching I: Organizing the Classroom
Environment for Teaching and Learning - 2 PD Credits (Beth Keblusek and Michelle Gustafson-

DeJong)

This course addresses the fundamental aspects of teaching and learning that are relevant for teachers and

classroom paraprofessionals in all subject areas. We will take a deep dive into practices and strategies to

maximize engagement for learning at all levels. Topics include strategies for: student engagement,

collaborative learning, scaffolding, and questioning techniques for differentiated learning.

July:
21st - 1:00 p.m. - TEACH Instructor Remote Meeting (All Instructors Required to Attend)

27th - 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Facilitating Fact Fluency - 2 PD Credits (Alfreida Jamison)  

As early as 1st grade we give the students flash cards, require students to write their facts 10 times every

week, ask parents to practice with the students, drill them on random facts in the halls during bathroom

breaks and give them timed tests every Friday. And yet – 8th grade math teachers complain that the

students don’t know their facts! Come see what research says about these approaches and learn strategies

that genuinely increase fact fluency and retention. Audience: K-8 teachers and paraprofessionals

 

August:
2nd - 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Vocabulary Strategies for Informational & Narrative Text - 3 PD Credits
(Shannon Mural) Will guide educators of all content areas and grade levels to become familiar with

research and understand how individuals acquire and remember words. 

3rd - 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Improving Comprehension of Narrative Text - 3 PD Credits (Shannon Mural) 

Will guide teachers to use structures of narrative texts to help us plan instruction to improve students’

comprehension of narratives.

3rd - 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  Planning for Student Success - 2 PD Credits (Nuhie Faheem) 

This course will explore instructional strategies designed to increase academic language production and

content comprehension as well as increase motivation and engagement for ELs and their families in your

classroom community. The digital platform used to teach this course will be Google Meets. 

4th - 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Teaching Writing to Primary Grades - 2 PD Credits Online/Hybrid (Pia Conte) 

Will provide creative research-based strategies to teach young children writing skills through explicit

teaching, shared writing and guided writing in an online or hybrid learning environment. You will leave

the session with fun and effective writing activities.

5th - 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Improving Comprehension of Expository Text - 3 PD Credits (Shannon

Mural)  This workshop will guide teachers to use structures of expository texts to help us plan instruction to

improve students’ comprehension of informational text.

For more information and to register for classes: email Judy at jspirakes@ift-aft.org 

Be sure to include your IEIN or Certificate Number and the name of class/classes you wish to take
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SAVE THE DATE OF JULY 6-10, 2021 
THE AFT’S NEXT BIENNIAL PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CONFERENCE 

WILL BE HELD VIRTUALLY
TEACH 2021 will focus on ensuring students’ freedom to thrive and will address five key areas: 

•   Recovering and rebuilding academically from the COVID-19 pandemic 

•   Social emotional learning 

•   Student and educator well-being 

•   Creating anti-racist classrooms, schools and districts 

•   Civics throughout the curriculum 

Click here to register
 

Additional summer dates have been added for the IFT ULI Initial Teachers Evaluation Training.
Click here for details

O
ur

Pa
th

fro
m Surviving to Healing to Thriving

Registration cost 

of $50 for AFT members

will be reimbursed after

attendance  

Supporting Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders

As anti-Asian violence has risen across the country since

the COVID-19 pandemic, the AFT has increased efforts to

support our Asian American and Pacific Islander members

and their communities.

Photo Credit: Erin Clark / The Boston Globe

via Getty Images, Tayfun Coskun / Anadolu

Agency via Getty Images, 

COVID19 Shield is a screening testing program and

infrastructure that deploys the University of Illinois’

innovative saliva test across the state. Click here for

more information.

COVID-19 Funeral Assistance:
Applications began on April 12, 2021

844-684-6333 | TTY: 800-462-7585

The Second City’s (TSC) Chicago training won their NLRB

election. This victory means that all three training centers

will be unionized as the Association of International

Comedy Educators (AICE), concluding a multi-union,

multi-country certification campaign that began almost

two years ago.  

When we organize, we win!

MAY is ASIAN AMERICAN PACIFIC ISLANDER (AAPI) HERITAGE Month
For history, lessons, and resources, Click Here
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Photo credit: sharemylesson.com, Victoria Pickering / Flickr

Chicago’s Latin School Educators Take Big Step Towards

Unionizing

AFT Highlights

Prioritizing Safety for Healthcare Workers and Patients

Fighting for Fairness at the

State Level

AFT locals and state federations

are fighting to make working

conditions under COVID-19

fairer for all workers.

Click here for ISBE's May 11th message
about moving into the Bridge Phase of the
Restore Illinois reopening plan

https://www.aft.org/education/aft-teach
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_7781154abc6f4eb7bd2933c54344d4a8.pdf
https://covidtracker.ift-aft.org/
https://www.uillinois.edu/userfiles/Servers/Server_1240/file/SHIELD/SHIELD_Illinois_Orgs_One_Pager_120820.pdf
https://www.uillinois.edu/shield
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance#eligible
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistancehttps:/www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
https://sharemylesson.com/collections/aapi
https://www.aft.org/hc/spring2021/unionhighlights?link_id=7&can_id=2a502de93a60d35796a9fc3ef12f1c86&source=email-tuesdays-townhall&email_referrer=email_1157434&email_subject=new-aft-health-care-on-moral-injury
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Weekly-Message-Display-Form.aspx?ItemId=247&_cldee=Z29uZWlsQHN3Y2NjYXNlLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-56c1b1756cf4ea11a816000d3a5913bd-9f3e68e5011843afa7d83847a4caa65e&esid=b32e7ff7-6bb2-eb11-8236-00224809a067
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/bridge-phase


 

AFT Local 943 Mask Order Form 
 

We are a UNION of Professionals - Wear your mask with PRIDE!                          
                            

 
______Quantity (@ $5.00 each; checks only)

Total amount enclosed $____________ 

Personal checks made payable to: AFT Local 943  

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Please print clearly
 
Name: (first and last) ________________________________________ 
 
Council: __________________________________________________ 
 
Worksite: _________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ____________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone: _______________________________________________ 
 

When the mask order is delivered to Local 943, we will distribute the orders to 
each Council President. The orders will be separated by worksite in every council. 

President: ebarlos@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer: treasurer4local943@gmail.com

Benefits Services: jspirakes@ift-aft.org

Member Information: kodea@ift-aft.org

are stil l  available 
for purchase.

If  interested, please email
kodea@ift-aft.org

Sizes available: S-XXL
$13.00 each

Informational workshops and presentations
Group rates at Drury Lane musicals
Continued Union membership
IFT/AFT membership benefits and discounts
Local 943 AFTerthoughts and IFT publications
Legislative/Pension updates
Low $20 annual fee

Join the IFT/Local 943 Retirees Council/Northern 
Illinois Retiree Action Committee. 

The Retirees Council provides:

Membership term: Sept. 1, 2021-August 31, 2022
 

Questions? Call Judy Spirakes at 708.633.0943 x225
 Send below information w/$20 check payable to:

 AFT Local 943
 15521 S. 70th Court

 Orland Park, IL 60462 

Retiring
T H I S  Y E A R ? ?

Don't forget to look for our
new on-line store where you

can purchase apparel and
other items with the AFT 943

logo. 

IFT Paraprofessionals and School-Related Personnel, PSRP,
Constituency Council
Timothy Dugan, Rebbie Kinsella, Sandy Quero, and Valerie

Wilhoite

IFT Next Generation Constituency Council
John Jensen, Daniel McNicholas, Eileen Kennedy

Local 943 Defense Committee
Alfreda Jamison, Chairperson

Elaine Barlos, Sue Benigni, Tina Thauer, and Renee Wagner 
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Join our Retiree Council
Name: ________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________
 City/State/Zip_______________________________
Current School District: _____________________
Phone #: _______________________________________
Personal email address for future notices:

______________________________________________

Executive Board
Elaine Barlos, President

Renee Wagner, Secretary

Alfreida Jamison,Treasurer

Bob Goldsbury, VP of Communications/Public Relations

Andrew Weber, VP of Political Activities/COPE

Brian Jurinek, VP of Educational and Professional Issues/TEACH   

     Coordinator

Staff Members
Judy Spirakes, Webmaster and Member Services

James Herard, IFT Field Service Director

Charles Harper, IFT Field Service Director

Karen O'Dea, IFT Support Staff

Sandra Quero, Staff Writer

Official Publication of the Southwest Suburban Federation of Teachers AFT Local 943

IFT PreK-12 Constituency Council
Elaine Barlos, Chairperson, Alfreida Jamison, Leisl Robertson-

Brown, Renee Wagner, and Andrew Weber

IFT Retirees Constituency Council
Judy Spirakes

Contact Us:
Phone: 708.633.0943   |   Fax: 708.633.0944

15521 S. 70th Court, Orland Park, IL 60462-5105

FACEBOOK: Southwest-Suburban-Federation-
of -Teachers-Local-943

TWITTER:  #AFTLocal943

FOLLOW US ON:
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Check out our newly
designed Local 943

website!

http://aft943.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Southwest-Suburban-Federation-of-Teachers-Local-943-192918420840594
https://twitter.com/AFTunion?s=20
http://aft943.org/
https://www.aft943.org/

