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NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNINGS!

The IFT PSRP/Public Employee Conference in
Springfield, IL was held on October 20th and October
21st.  Local 943 had two members attending: 
Valerie Wilhoite (WW 155 PSRP Council)
Trinidad Conroy (WW 155 PSRP Council)
Valerie stated, “There were 3 great speaker's: Nikki
Budzinski State Rep from Springfield, IFT President
Dan Montgomery, and Mayor Brandon Johnson. They
brought a lot of energy to the audience. It was great
to see a large amount of Union people from Illinois.
The workshops were very informative. They were
based on most of the things we are facing today in our
school system. Everything was great.
Trini and I would like to thank AFT Local 943 for
allowing us to attend this awesome conference.”

Paraprofessionals and school-related personnel (PSRP)
provide essential services at public schools and
universities. They include secretaries, bus drivers, food
service workers, maintenance workers, custodians,
library assistants, groundskeepers, school
bus/cafeteria/playground aides, IT professionals, parent
liaisons, graduation coaches and paraprofessionals such
as reading specialists, special education assistants and
more.
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Diverse, Dedicated,
Determined

PSRP Conference

-Misprint correction from the Oct/Nov
AFTerthoughts edition Pg.2:  The Happy Fall Y’All
gift basket for our Back-to-School Legislative picnic
was donated by the Burbank 111 Council.  
We apologize for the error and are grateful for your
contribution! Updated Oct/Nov 23 issue HERE.

11/15 was PSRP Day
- Local 943 gave
pocket fans as a

gift. Message was 
“We Are Your
Biggest Fan”

Chicago Mayor 
Brandon Johnson

and Valerie Wilhoite

Trinidad Conroy, Deneen Taylor, 
Valerie Wilhoited 

Local 943 Gift Card Tree 
Raffle Contribution

https://www.ift-aft.org/post/happy-psrp-day
https://www.aft943.org/_files/ugd/7f3b14_c88db7fd3d7f4d61a58e1594c2daf798.pdf
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Union Plus Scholarship - Sponsored by the Union Plus Education Foundation
Valued between $500-$4000. The program is open to members, spouses and dependent children
of unions participating in any of the Union Plus programs.  

Click HERE-->2024 APPLICATION
Deadline to apply is January 31, 2024

CFL William A. Lee Memorial Scholarship
The Chicago Federation of Labor will award 10 scholarships, valued at $2,000 each, to 10 high school seniors:
five to the winners of the Academic Competition, and five to the winners of the Random Drawing. Students
or their parents must belong to a union affiliated with the Chicago Federation of Labor. 

Click HERE--> for more information
Deadline to apply is February 28, 2024

Carl J. Megel Special Education Scholarship - Honoring AFT President Emeritus
IFT educators have a unique opportunity to help special education students pursue higher education or
career training by sponsoring them for this Special Education Scholarship.

 

The IFT will award one $20,000 Megel scholarship ($5,000 each year for four years) to a deserving high
school senior who is enrolled in a special education school, class, or program for students with disabilities. 
Applicants must be high school seniors who will graduate in 2024.
 

IFT members who work directly with (or previously worked with) an eligible student must provide a letter of
sponsorship for the applicant. (Children of IFT members may also apply)

Click HERE-->2024 APPLICATION
Deadline to apply is March 1, 2024

Robert G. Porter Scholarship - Honoring late AFT Secretary-Treasurer
The IFT shall provide annually two $20,000 scholarship awards ($5,000 each year for four years) to current
high school seniors with no less than a cumulative "B" grade average. 
An applicant must be the son or daughter of a currently employed, active member in good standing of the
Illinois Federation of Teachers, of IFT retirees chapter, or of a deceased member in good standing with the 
Illinois Federation of Teachers at the time of death.

Click HERE--> 2024 APPLICATION
Deadline to apply is  March 1, 2024

AFT Robert G. Porter Scholars Program - 
This AFT Program offers four 4-year, $8,000 post-secondary scholarships to students who are
dependents of AFT members, as well as 10 one-time $1,000 grants to AFT members to assist with
their continuing education and/or fund their proposed ideas to strengthen and grow their union.  

Click HERE for updated info on --> 2024 APPLICATION
Application window is Dec. 1 - March 31. 

All scholarship winners will be notified by June 30

Each year the Southwest Suburban Federation of Teachers, 
AFT Local 943, awards two scholarships in the amount of 

two-thousand dollars ($2,000.00) each
The applicant must be the child of a currently employed, active member in good standing of Local 943; 

or the child of a member of Local 943’s retiree chapter; or the child of a deceased member who was 
in good standing at the time of death.

The applicant must be a member of a public high school graduation class and enrolling in a 
public college or university (including community colleges).

Selection will be made on the basis of five criteria listed below:
1. official scores on the ACT/SAT entrance examinations 
2. class rank, and GPA (1st semester of senior year) 
3. record of extra-curricular activities and community service 
4. two (2) letters of reference by members of the staff of the student’s high school where he/she is currently
enrolled 
5. a 100-word essay which details future aspirations. 

Deadline to apply for the 2023-2024 scholarship is March 21, 2024
Click HERE for updated info on --> 2024 APPLICATION

As always, links to all available Union scholarships are posted on AFT943.org 
"Members Only" page.

Attention Members with HS Seniors!
Remind them to start planning Scholarship Applications!

https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/education/union-plus-scholarships
https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/education/union-plus-scholarships
https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/education/union-plus-scholarships
https://chicagolabor.org/resources/scholarships/
https://77dfcf68-7459-4519-afe1-4550e3698433.usrfiles.com/ugd/77dfcf_2d3bdfc25e9c4674983fa111e51f9284.pdf
https://77dfcf68-7459-4519-afe1-4550e3698433.usrfiles.com/ugd/77dfcf_e4e4a20ac99d4b69a1d520ace912da58.pdf
https://www.aft.org/member-benefits/education-learning-opportunities/scholarships
https://www.aft.org/member-benefits/education-learning-opportunities/scholarships
https://www.aft.org/member-benefits/education-learning-opportunities/scholarships
https://www.aft.org/member-benefits/education-learning-opportunities/scholarships
https://www.aft.org/member-benefits/education-learning-opportunities/scholarships
https://www.aft.org/member-benefits/scholarships/robert-g-porter-scholars-program
https://www.aft943.org/_files/ugd/7f3b14_f70fe9d6383c4f30b133e7e487d79aa7.pdf
https://www.aft943.org/scholarships
https://www.aft943.org/scholarships
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View the IFT 
latest issue of 

Union Link 

President's MessagePresident's Message
By: Elaine Barlos, AFT Local 943 President

Local 943 Application Link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ipgLZ3p-DpP_-
t7TIImin8zQlIf9hkZf/view?usp=sharing

15 Things educators, school
support staff and

communities can do to help
protect undocumented

students and their families

Paige & Camden (pictured to the left) came to AFT Local 943, every Monday and
Thursday (11:30 a.m. - 1:00p.m.) from September 18th - December 14th. 
Kelly & Alex also started working on 10/11/23 and came to the office every Wednesday
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
They adeptly completed all tasks designed and prepared by Karen O’Dea. 
Click here to see a list of some of their task.

All of the students were professional and a pleasure to work with. They efficiently
completed many helpful tasks for Local 943. They played a key role in sorting and
distributing the PSRP gifts, assembled New Member Packets and set up the meeting
room for our Local 943 TEACH Classes and monthly meetings. Each student worked well
independently and also was able to collaborate with their fellow student to complete
tasks. Karen O’Dea acted as their “manager” and reported that,  “They had the best
manners and were a complete JOY to have in the office every week!” 
Click here to learn more about SWCCCASE Transtition Program.

Students from SWCCCASE Transition Work Program Join AFT Local 943 for a Semester!

Local 683's President, Joseph
Stephan inspires Local 943 senators
by sharing details about Thornton
Fractional High School’s “Grow Your
Own Educator” program, developed
during the onslaught of Janus and as
a response to the nation’s teacher
shortage.

‘Tis the Season to Get Motivated by INSPIRATION, not FEAR!
In order to combat some of the negative rhetoric that may invoke fear and
uncertainty during the 2024 election year, the AFT has launched a yearlong
campaign called, “Real Solutions for Kids and Communities” (see the link at
the bottom left of this page), that rejects the toxic attacks against public
education in favor of working to strengthen public schools, making real
solutions for kids a national priority. Also, Local 943 plans to do our best to
involve you in the process of electing pro-education candidates who will
support you with the important work you do.

The challenges public educators and staff face are real, but if we, together,
envision a positive future, we can endure setbacks, manage to be prideful in
our work, and continue making progress with our students towards their
dreams!  Wishing you all a Happy Holiday and an Inspirational New Year!

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/media/2017/im_15-things_020817.pdf
https://www.aft.org/realsolutions/well-being
https://www.aft.org/realsolutions
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_0caa483c236443e69f07e2a700695863.pdf
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_0caa483c236443e69f07e2a700695863.pdf
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_0caa483c236443e69f07e2a700695863.pdf
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_0caa483c236443e69f07e2a700695863.pdf
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_0caa483c236443e69f07e2a700695863.pdf
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_0caa483c236443e69f07e2a700695863.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ipgLZ3p-DpP_-t7TIImin8zQlIf9hkZf/view
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/media/2017/im_15-things_020817.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/media/2017/im_15-things_020817.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/media/2017/im_15-things_020817.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/media/2017/im_15-things_020817.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/media/2017/im_15-things_020817.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ttegP5JaFbUeERNUX04t6OUdh-48rlLc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.swcccase.org/transition
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ttegP5JaFbUeERNUX04t6OUdh-48rlLc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ttegP5JaFbUeERNUX04t6OUdh-48rlLc/view?usp=sharing


For more information 
and to register for TEACH

classes 
email Elaine Bernal at 

ebernalteach943@gmail.com  

Local 943 TEACHLocal 943 TEACHLocal 943 TEACH   
Professional DevelopmentProfessional DevelopmentProfessional Development   

   Calendar of EventsCalendar of EventsCalendar of Events
Courses are FREE to AFT Local 943 members!Courses are FREE to AFT Local 943 members!Courses are FREE to AFT Local 943 members!

Wed, February 28, 4:30pm to 6:30pm - 
Shannon Mural

Vocabulary Strategies for Informational and
Narrative Texts (Remote) - PD Hours: 2

DEADLINE to register: Monday, February 20th

Wed, March 6, 4:30pm to 6:30pm -Shannon Mural
Improving Comprehension of Narrative Text 

(Remote) - PD Hours: 2
DEADLINE to register: Monday, March 5th

Wed, April 10, 4:30pm to 6:30pm -Shannon Mural
Improving Comprehension of Expository Text

(In Person) - PD Hours 2
DEADLINE to register: Monday, April 2nd

 Wed, January 31, 4:30pm to 6:30pm -  
Michelle Gustafson & Elizabeth Keblusek

Foundations of Effective Teaching
(Remote) - PD Hours: 2

DEADLINE to register: Monday ,January 23rd

Wed, February 7, 4:30pm to 6:30pm - Pia Conte
SEL Strategies for a Calm Classroom

(Remote) - PD Hours: 2
DEADLINE to register: Monday, January 30th

Wed, February 21, 4:30pm to 6:30pm - Pia Conte
Beginning Reading 

(Remote) - PD Hours: 2
DEADLINE to register: Monday, February 15th
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 2024 Union Leadership Institute:
Administrator Academy

Initial Teacher’s Evaluation Training- ISBE #AA2001
January 10  (4-6 p.m.)        January 20-21 (8 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.)

This training aligns to the Illinois School Code competencies
defined by Administrative Code Part 50, Section 50.42- (a-b). IFT is
offering this course as part of the ULI program to support Unions
as they implement locally bargained appeals processes.
Participants must complete and submit pre-work and complete
both full days of training and successfully complete an
assessment to be qualified as an evaluator. 

Register by submitting your request to our local office at
kodea@ift-aft.org. Cl ick here for Request Form. Deadline to

submit requests is January 2, 2024.  Detailed ULI course
description is HERE

https://www.aft943.org/teach
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeWCGJG3ioFwiIouNzxi2VVKtt-L5miXuZpBHGrV3UyGSguDA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwyyZqrwniKHtxEbenRw46Y8B2DkiWKjziI8SYrT7nrfnEEg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqI8cj9CtDzcdCi0KJ7NjKhOMaa-MurnavLrB8khVjarm4xg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfSz_WGS4ew2n3VuyYH9Fe6P9WawE5Tpp2NjZE4044GP5H2mw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxkYiIIjYQw-gJOuH5pXOSdVvdN8mQkrSzQ8gWxTUok18IGQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffTYRvbP1aj3tBu0cGLBsCCVCTeQl6dTypv8x9b2SWmJM_5A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ipgLZ3p-DpP_-t7TIImin8zQlIf9hkZf/view
https://www.ift-aft.org/professionaldevelopment
https://czs.org/aip


General Primary Election Organizing Dates
Statewide PAC Meeting - Nov. 29, 2023

Chicago Federation of Labor COPE Meeting - Jan 12, 2024

PAC Region E Endorsement Meeting  - 
Jan  16, 2024 5pm (At the Local 943 Office)

General Primary Election - March 19, 2024

www.isbe.net 
for current 
ISBE updates"Union Link"& STEM Resources

IFT YouTube Channel

By Andrew Weber“Invest In Kids”
The “Invest in Kids” Scholarship Tax Credit Program will officially come to a close at
the start of the new year. Despite the intended plan to sunset, the program has
stirred controversy, leading many lawmakers to advocate for its extension in this
year's Fall Veto Session. Vouchers reduce funding for public schools by allowing the
use of taxpayer public funds for private schools. This program alone has diverted
more than $190 million in tax dollars to hundreds of private schools around the
state, while “investors” in this program receive a 75% tax credit on their donation.  

We’d like to thank all those who reached out to our legislators by sending postcards
and emails, making phone calls, and having 1-on-1 conversations discussing our
opposition to this program.  In response to the news, IFT President Dan Montgomery
released a statement summarizing the focus of our union advocacy: “We will continue
to work with our school communities and lawmakers to advocate for equitable
educational policies that uplift every child and strengthen our public education
system by fully funding it and opposing any voucher or voucher-like programs in the
future.”

Click below to double check
your voter registration status

Mark Your Calendars! 
Local 943 Meeting Dates:
Tuesday Meeting Dates 2023 – 2024

Senate Meetings
 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. (IN-PERSON) 

-September 12, 2023       -February 13, 2024 
  -October 10, 2023              -March 12, 2024 
    -December 12, 2023          -May 14, 2024

Universal & Executive Board Meetings   
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. = Universal (REMOTE) 

5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. = Executive Board (REMOTE) 
-August 29, 2023             -January 30, 2024 

-September 26, 2023         -February 27, 2024 
-November 28, 2023                    -April 30, 2024

Check out our
website!  

www.aft943.org

Legislative Update
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GPTGPT
ZEROZERO

http://aft943.org/
https://www.isbe.net/
https://www.ift-aft.org/about
https://c762f3cd-45f3-45ff-afbc-9ed8df287a9b.usrfiles.com/ugd/c762f3_0caa483c236443e69f07e2a700695863.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/stem/teacher_resources_k-12/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-O95qXhfwXq2e5MOGZWLwg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.ift-aft.org/post/ift-applauds-illinois-general-assembly-for-ending-invest-in-kids-voucher-program
https://ova.elections.il.gov/RegistrationLookup.aspx
https://www.ift-aft.org/pac
https://www.aft943.org/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gptzero-ai-detector/


President: ebarlos@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: treasurer4local943@gmail.com
Benefits Services: jspirakes@ift-aft.org
Member Information: kodea@ift-aft.org

Share Your Joy!
Is there something exciting

happening at your
school/district? 

We would love to hear from you!
  

Email Local 943 at 
squero.local943@gmail.com

RETIREE CALENDAR
2023- 2024

Wednesday, December 13
Cinderella

Wednesday, February 7, 2024
Fiddler on the Roof

NEW-Retire Wisely Guide

AFTerthoughts

CLICK
CLICK
CLICK
For More
For More
For More

Contact Us:
Phone: 708.633.0943   |   Fax: 708.633.0944
15521 S. 70th Court, Orland Park, IL 60462-5105

FOLLOW US ON:

FACEBOOK:  Southwest-Suburban-Federation-
of -Teachers-Local-943

TWITTER (aka: X):  #AFTLocal943

IFT Paraprofessionals and School-Related Personnel
(PSRP) Constituency Council
Angelita Alvarez, Lourdes Angel and Valerie Wilhoite

IFT Next Generation Constituency Council
Kate Kosner and Andrew Weber

Local 943 Defense Committee
Alfreida Jamison, Chairperson
Elaine Barlos, Sue Benigni, Tina Thauer, and Elaine Bernal 

Executive Board
Elaine Barlos, President
Alfreida Jamison, Treasurer
Catrina Niven, Secretary
Bob Goldsbury, VP of Communications/Public Relations
Andrew Weber, VP of Political Activities/COPE
Elaine Bernal, VP of Educational and Professional  
    Issues/TEACH Coordinator

Staff Members
Charles Harper, IFT Field Service Director
Spencer Saal, IFT Field Service Director
Karen O'Dea, IFT Support Staff
Judy Spirakes, Webmaster and Member Services
Sandra Quero, Staff Writer

Official Publication of the Southwest Suburban Federation of Teachers AFT Local 943

IFT PreK-12 Constituency Council
Jill Decker-Doom

IFT Retirees Constituency Council
Elaine Barlos, Donna Rehm and Judy Spirakes

IFT Special Education Constituency Council
Elaine Bernal and Ashley Isherwood

IFT Racial and Social Justice Constituency Council
Elaine Barlos and Amber Jackson

IFT Union Leadership Developement Constituency Council
Jill Decker-Doom
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SaveSaveSave   
the Datethe Datethe Date

Local 943 Application Link:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ipgLZ3p-
DpP_-t7TIImin8zQlIf9hkZf/view?
usp=sharing

https://twitter.com/AFTunion?s=20
http://aft943.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Southwest-Suburban-Federation-of-Teachers-Local-943-192918420840594
https://www.ift-aft.org/post/retiring-wisely
https://aflcio.org/MadeInAmerica/holiday-gifts
https://www.aft.org/event/aft-convention-2024
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ipgLZ3p-DpP_-t7TIImin8zQlIf9hkZf/view

